The effect of immunosuppression with whole body and regional irradiation on the development of cerebral oedema in a rat model of intracerebral haemorrhage.
A lesion simulating intracerebral haemorrhage was produced in the right caudate nucleus of rats immunosuppressed with whole body or regional irradiation. Whole body irradiation produced significant leucopaenia and thrombocytopaenia and conferred protection against cerebral ischaemia and oedema when compared to nonirradiated control animals. Local radiation to the head or torso did not confer protection.